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Order of Service is followed in the (green) Book of Alternative Services (BAS).  
 Hymns are found in the (blue) Book of Common Praise (CP). 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Processional Carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful” .............................. #118 CP 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created: (Refrain) 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, glory in the highest: (Refrain) 

4. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; (Refrain) 

5. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (Refrain) 

Gathering of the Community 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
May all the earth be filled with his glory. 
Light has sprung up for the righteous, 
And joyful gladness for those who are true-hearted. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 

Officiant: My sisters and brothers in Christ, in this season when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, let it be our duty and delight to hear 
once more the message of the angels and go in heart and mind to 
Bethlehem to see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us hear and 
heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from 
Creation to the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious 
redemption brought to us by his Holy Child Jesus. 
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Collect ......................................................................................... p. 276 BAS 
Almighty God,  
you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate Word. 
May this light, enkindled in our hearts, 
shine forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

First Lesson (Grant) ................................................ Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25 
(God creates man and woman to live in obedience to him in the Garden of Eden.) 

A reading from the Book of Genesis: These are the generations of the 
heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that the LORD 
God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in 
the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground;  
but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the 
ground—then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living 
being. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he 
put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of 
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely 
eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." Then the 
LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 
a helper as his partner." So out of the ground the LORD God formed every 
animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to 
see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the 
birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was 
not found a helper as his partner. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, "This at 
last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 
Woman, for out of Man this one was taken." Therefore a man leaves his 
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And 
the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Officiant: Creating God, you call us to live in harmony with nature, 
with one another, and with you. Now fix our eyes upon the one in 
whom your purpose for our world has been revealed, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

First Carol “Of Eternal Love Begotten” ..................................... #132 CP 

1. Of eternal Love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are and have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

2. At his Word the worlds were framed. 
He commanded, it was done; 
heaven and earth and depths of ocean 
in their threefold order one; 
all that grows beneath the shining 
of the moon and burning sun, 
evermore and evermore. 

3. O that birth for ever blessed, 
when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
bare the Saviour of our race, 
and the babe, the world's redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

4. This is he whom seers in old time 
chanted of with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-expected; 
let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore. 
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Second Lesson (Carla) .......................................................... Isaiah 40:1-11 

(God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption) 
A reading from the Book of Isaiah: Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." A voice 
says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word 
of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, 
herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of 
Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Officiant: God of freedom, give the strength of hope to those 
who suffer oppression in body, mind, or human dignity. Let 
them hear the vanguard of your coming grace, and give them 
the wholeness you intend for all your children. We ask this in 
the name of your Servant, Jesus Christ, the sign of your 
presence and the pioneer of our salvation, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Second Carol “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” 

Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born. 

1. While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 

3. Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain)  

Third Lesson (Ellen R.) ...........................................................Luke 1:26-38 
(The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the  
Son of the Most High) 
A reading from the Book of Luke: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 
said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
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nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Officiant:  Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who 
have known the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced 
by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be 
brought to the glory of his resurrection;  who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Third Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” .................................... #120 CP 

1. O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth  
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary;  
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together  
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King,  
and peace to all on earth. 

3. How silently, how silently,  
the wondrous Gift is given 
as love imparts to human hearts  
the blessings of God's heaven! 
No ear may hear his coming 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still  
the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem,  
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels  
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us,  
our Lord Emmanuel. 
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Fourth Lesson (Glynn) ............................................................. Luke 2:1-20 

(Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds.) 
A reading from the book of Luke: In those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favours!’ When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Officiant: O God our Father, Whose Word has come among us in 
the Holy Child of Bethlehem, may the light of faith illumine our 
hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through Him Who is 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Fourth Carol “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” .......... #136 CP 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 

2. "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind; 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and humankind. 

3. "To you, in David's town, this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 

4. "the heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid." 

5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 

6. "All glory be to God on high 
and on earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to me 
begin and never cease." 

Fifth Lesson (Brad) ........................................................... Hebrews 1:1-12 

(In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever.) 
A reading from the Book of Hebrews: Long ago God spoke to our 
ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection 
of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did 
God ever say, ‘You are my Son;  today I have begotten you’? Or again, 
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‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’? And again, when he brings 
the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ 
Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his angels winds,  and his servants 
flames of fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever, and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 
companions.’ And, ‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you 
remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them 
up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and 
your years will never end.’  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Officiant: O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look 
favourably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery. By the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 
tranquillity the plan of salvation. Let the whole world see and 
know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and 
things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 
things are being brought to their perfection by him through 
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fifth Carol “Once in Royal David’s City” .................................... #123 CP 

1. Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed,  
where a mother laid her baby  
in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child.  

2. He came down to earth from heaven,  
who is God and Lord of all,  
and his shelter was a stable,  
and his cradle was a stall. 
with the poor and mean and lowly  
lived on earth our Saviour holy.  
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3. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high, 
when, like stars, his children crowned 
all in white shall gather round.  

 

Sixth Lesson ............................................................................ John 1:1-18 

 
 
 
 
 

(The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory.) 
A reading from the book of John: In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to 
him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known.  
The Gospel of Christ.  
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Officiant: Eternal Wisdom, creating, ordering and saving, we 
give you thanks that we have seen you in the selfless love of 
Jesus Christ. Now reign within our minds and hearts, and 
mobilize our will, that by your power and through our hands 
this world may be re-made to be the garden and the city of 
your glory. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Sixth Carol “Joy to the World....................................................#154 CP 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive the king; 
let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! 
Let us glad songs employ 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground. 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
far as our sin is found, 
far as our sin is found, 
far as, far as our sin is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

The Prayers of the People (Deacon Arleen) 
You may kneel, stand, or sit for the prayers. 

The Peace  

Unto us a child is born, unto us a child is given and his name shall be 
called the Prince of Peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 
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Offertory Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ...................... #138 CP 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King,  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
With the angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

Refrain: 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King." 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail, the incarnate deity, 
pleased as one of us to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel! (Refrain) 

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings, 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 
born to give us second birth. (Refrain) 

Prayer over the Gifts ............................................................ p. 277 BAS 

God of light, 
in the birth of your Son we see your glory. 
May we who share in this mystery 
grow daily in your love. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung acapella) ............. p. 211 BAS; music p. 918 BAS 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Doxology ...................................................................................... p. 214 BAS 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us,  
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY 

Announcements 

Recessional Carol “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

1. Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song? (Refrain) 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 

4. See within a manger laid 
Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth! 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
sing with us our Saviour’s birth. 
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Sending 

God sent his angels from glory  
to bring to shepherds the good news of Jesus’ birth.  

Amen. We thank you Lord. 
You have heard his story, the story of God’s own Son.  

Amen. We thank you Lord. 
May he fill you with joy to bring this good news to others today. 

Amen. We thank you Lord. 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.  

Glory, thanks, and praise to God. 
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MINISTERS TODAY 

Deacon/Presider: Rev. Arleen Champion 

Lay Reader/Presider: Carla Hoffmann 

Greeters: 
Glynn Wright (outside) 

Jon and Joyce Walters 

Bells: Camron Deans 

Intercessor: Deacon Arleen 

Lectors: 
Grant, Carla, Ellen R., Glynn,  

Brad, Deacon Arleen 

Music: Elijah Bryce 

Nursery: Steve Mitchell, Amy Robertson 

Servers: Ndidi Uzo 

Tech: Liam McPaul 

Counters: Rhoda Cairns, Carla Hoffmann 

Parish Coffee: Carla Hoffmann, Leona Shepherd 

Lockup: Shelley Ruecker 

 ST. AIDAN CONTACTS 
Pastoral Care 
Pastoral Emergencies 
Deacon Arleen  
306-631-1001 

Prayer Chain 
Linda Aird, 306-692-7221 

Spiritual Directors 
Michelle Josefson  
Catherine Reichel 

Treasurer 
Ellen Redshaw 

Vestry 
Jason Antonio, Abigail Durkee  
Jeremy Dyck, Jacquie Gibney,  
Brad Thorpe 

Church Wardens 
Joel Mowchenko  
306-354-7417 
Rosalyn Poettcker  
306-992-5552 

Assist. Warden/Lay Reader 
Carla Hoffmann 

Music Director 
Dr. Chris Kayler 
306-513-6156  

Parish Administrator 
Michelle Josefson 
306-694-5445 
office@staidan.ca 

Priest-in-Charge (transitional) 
Rev. Dr. Cal Macfarlane 
cmacfarlane@staidan.ca 
306-313-4684 

Deacon 
Rev. Arleen Champion 
306-631-1001 

Altar Guild President 
Elaine Deans 
Children’s Ministry 
Ellen Redshaw (Godly Play) 
Sarah McLean (nursery) 

Email addresses of ministry leaders 
available upon request 

 

124 1st Ave NE, Moose Jaw, SK, S6H 0Y8 
  (306) 694-5445     

  www.staidan.ca   |    office@staidan.ca 

http://www.staidan.ca/

